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Dear Mr Tindall 
 
Adoption of Local Plan – Failure to Consult on Strategic Site 6 
 
I write in response to your letter of the 18th June 2020 relating to Strategic Site 6 Land to the 
East of Lower Pennington Lane (SS6).  It is clear that you do not agree with the position taken 
by the Planning Inspector concerning the matter of whether the Local Plan is ‘sound’ and can 
proceed to adoption. 
 
Public consultation on the Local Plan Submission document took place between 29 June to 
the 12 August 2018.  The consultation clearly set out the Council’s proposals for the allocation 
of the land east of Lower Pennington Lane, Lymington.  Representations were invited and the 
Council received 340 responses relating to site SS6.  These representations and all others 
received were submitted to the Secretary of State along with the Local Plan Submission 
document and its supporting evidence base for public examination. 
 
For clarity, I will confirm that officers working on the Local Plan; Part 1 Planning Strategy read 
those representations and fully considered the content of the representations.  However, by 
this stage officers were considering the content of the representations in the context of Plan 
submission to the Inspectorate.  It was for the Independent Planning Inspector appointed to 
consider the soundness of the Plan. 
 
Earlier in the Plan preparation process, representations from the Initial Proposals Consultation 
document (July-September 2016) were received and considered in preparing the submission 
Plan.  Site SS6 was identified in the Initial Proposals consultation document as a smaller site 
opportunity, but detailed master planning work undertaken by officers confirmed that the site 
would have the capacity to accommodate 100 homes (100 homes being the criteria for a 
Strategic Site). 
 
Under normal circumstances, Full Council would have taken place on the 18th May 2020; 
however, for good reason, this was not possible.  The Full Council meeting will take place on 
the 6th July 2020; the matter for the Full Council to consider is whether to adopt the Local Plan. 
 
You have referred to the statement made in the Lymington Times that the Council had 
considered the consultation responses which you consider to be contradictory to the letter 
from Councillor Edward Heron, Portfolio Holder, dated October 2018.  I would suggest that 
you are misinterpreting the statement.  The Council, in preparing for the Local Plan 
Examination, did fully consider all the representations in opposition to the Plan and allocation 



of SS6.  However, as Councillor Heron’s letter of October 2018 stated, ‘the appropriate forum 
in which to consider these representations and the soundness of the Local Plan, including the 
proposed allocation of site SS6, is at the Local Plan Examination’.  You are aware that this is 
the case, as PALLS gave evidence to the Local Plan Examination both by further submission 
in writing and by appearing at the public hearing sessions of the Examination. 
 
The period for making representations on the submitted Plan was following the Cabinet 
decision on 18th June 2018, not before.  Representations on the Initial Proposals Consultation 
document (July-September 2016) were taken into account in preparing the submission Plan. 
Site SS6 was identified in the Initial Proposals consultation document as a smaller site 
opportunity, but detailed master planning work undertaken by officers confirmed that the site 
would have the capacity to accommodate 100 homes. 
 
The Cabinet decision on 18th June 2018 was to submit the Plan for public Examination.  

Minutes: http://go-moderngov01:9070/documents/g6556/Printed%20minutes%2006th-Jun-

2018%2010.00%20Cabinet.pdf?T=1. 

The point on meaningful consultation was raised by PALLS at the Local Plan Examination 

Hearings on the first day of the Examination under Matter 1: Overview of plan preparation 

stages 

• Stages/key dates 

 

• Compliance with requirements in terms of notifications, publication and availability of 

documents and consultation. 

It was addressed for the Council by Mr Paul Brown QC in a verbal statement, addressing 
PALLS written and verbal case on the matter presented to the Local Plan Inspectors. 
 
PALLS have been given extensive opportunities through the Local Plan Examination process 
to raise your concerns about the allocation of Strategic Site 6 for development.  The Inspectors 
have considered the Local Plan to be sound with the inclusion of the site and having complied 
with the requirements in terms of notifications, publication and availability of documents and 
consultation.  Officers have no reason to disagree with the Inspector’s conclusion.  
Accordingly, it was recommended to Cabinet, in May 2020, that the Cabinet recommend to 
Council that the Local Plan 2016-2036 Part One; Planning Strategy be adopted as part of the 
Development Plan for the area.  However, it is clear that the Council did consider all 
representations made to the Initial Proposals Consultation document 2016, in preparing a Plan 
for submission.  The Inspector considered both your position on the process that the Council 
had gone through in preparing to submit the Plan to the Secretary of State and the points of 
opposition to the allocation of SS6.  The Inspector did not support your position and found the 
Plan sound. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
Bob Jackson 
Chief Executive 
Tel No:  02380 285588 
email:  bob.jackson@nfdc.gov.uk  
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