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20th August 2020 
 
 

Policy and Plans Team 
New Forest District Council 
By email: policyandplans@nfdc.gov.uk 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 

Re: STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT - PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON REVISED VERSION 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. The following response is from the Pennington and Lym-
ington Lanes Society – details of our purposes and aims are attached. 

We welcome the Council’s proposed change to the Introduction of the document and, in particular, 
the statement that meaningful public consultation and engagement on all aspects of planning is vi-
tal.  However, we do not consider that the rest of the document provides robust evidence of that 
commitment. 

We consider that Section 4. Local Plan and Supplementary Planning Document preparation should 
not only specify how the Council will provide information to communities, but also specify how they 
will engage with them, how the Council will respond to the feedback they receive and how the re-
sults of consultation will be reflected in the final outcome. It is only in this way that communities can 
have a meaningful input into the process both of plan and SPD preparation and thus an opportunity 
to ‘shape the plan’ at a point when it is still at a formative stage.  This would necessitate changes to 
Table 1 and Table 2. 

The revised Preface notes that the revisions that respond to Covid 19 are temporary but has re-
moved all references to events held for the visiting public such as exhibitions or workshops. These 
should be reinstated and noted that they would be subject to the relaxation/cessation of restrictions 
to allow them to take place.  

PALLS welcomes the inclusion of new Section 9. Community Involvement and Development Manage-
ment but considers that the wording is too weak and does not fulfil the Council’s commitment set 
out in the Introduction.  We strongly support the references in para 9.1 to the role of community in-
volvement in identifying other material considerations and shaping proposals. This can only be 
achieved through effective pre-application discussion and this is noted in paragraph 9.4 as is the sup-
port for early engagement in the National Planning Policy Framework.  The Council should include an 
expectation that applicants or developers consult with communities prior to submitting planning ap-
plications on major developments and report to the Council on the process they have undertaken, 
the responses received and how the planning application has been modified and addresses the is-
sues and/or concerns raised as a result of the consultation.  PALLS agrees that a Planning Perfor-
mance Agreement is one mechanism for identifying the preferred approach to community engage-
ment, however para 9.4 should go further and also quote the rest of paragraph 020 of the Na-
tional  Planning Practice Guidance which states, ‘including the identification of the communities to 
involve, the process of engagement and the best approach to incorporating their views.’ If the devel-
oper/applicant fails to properly consult communities prior to submitting a planning application, then 
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the Council should make it clear that they will carry out the consultation instead, which 
would be likely to increase the time taken to deal with the application.  

We look forward to receiving your acknowledgement of this response and an indication from you as 
to how and when this consultation response will be considered.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

Bruce Tindall, Chair 
Pennington and Lymington Lanes Society 
 

Pennington and Lymington Lanes Society (PALLS) is a formally constituted society which aims to pro-

tect and enhance the tranquility, rural environment and special character of the Lanes and their en-

virons by: 

• Resisting inappropriate development 

• Protecting the green character of this area from urbanisation so it can continue to be en-

joyed by residents and visitors alike 

• Maintaining the tranquility and environmental quality of this sensitive area including land 

within the Green Belt and within and adjacent to the New Forest National Park 

 

 


