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The development of at least 100 dwellings on land between Lower Pennington Lane and 

Ridgeway Lane south of Lymington was included in the final Inspector’s report, which was 

issued last week.  

 

Members of local amenity society PALLS (Pennington and Lymington Lanes Society) who 

have fought the allocation on behalf of their 700+ members have expressed their anger and 

disappointment not just at the decision, but also at the way they feel their concerns have 

not been addressed in the report.  

 

Bruce Tindall, chair of PALLS said: ‘We knew back in December that the site allocation for 

SS6 would be kept in the local plan, as are all of the other site allocations. We thought that 

the inspector’s report would finally give us the reasons why. It doesn’t.  None of the 

objections made by PALLS and others relating to the failure to properly consult, errors in the 

submitted documentation, shortcomings in the evidence on Green Belt, serious concerns 

about highways, road safety, the impact on the lanes, the  damaging effect on ecology or 

the harmful impact on the National Park, to name just a few, have been addressed. The only 

changes made on policy SS6 are those proposed by the Council themselves.”  

 

“Even the limited concessions added to attempts to mitigate the impact of the development 

on Oakhaven Hospice have been watered down in the latest changes, which would allow 

the eventual developer to come up with ‘equivalent arrangements’, whatever those might 

be. The plan continues to require a vehicular through route linking Lower Pennington Lane 

and Ridgeway Lane, which is inconsistent with the inspectors’ advice that prescriptive 

highways requirements should be removed from the plan. 

 

 “We urge NFDC to listen to the very reasonable request from Oakhaven Hospice, Lymington 

and Pennington Town Council and PALLS to remove the policy requirement for a vehicular 

through route when they consider the inspectors’ report in May. The through route is not 

supported by any independent highways evidence and there is considerable local concern 

and anxiety about the impact of this on the surrounding lanes. 

 

“NFDC should allow the local community, as well as the Highway Authority, Town Council, 

developer and other stakeholders to have an input into the design of the internal highways 

layout for this site as part of a planning application.”  

 



PALLS will continue to review the inspectors’ report in detail together with the District 

Council’s reports to Cabinet and Full Council when they are published with a view to taking a 

decision about next steps. The need for PALLS to deliver a clear and effective voice for the 

Lanes is more important now than ever.   

 


